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Dear Bhaio and Baheno (Brothers and Sisters) 

 

Namaste! Welcome to our Shishukunj 

International Setu. We are delighted to 

introduce our February 2026 edition of 

Shishukunj e-newsletter.  

February is a very special month for us. It is a 

time when we remember our beloved brothers 

ð L to R: Shree Devchandbhai, Shree Indubhai 

and Shree Vallabhbhai; and many more who 

have served or been part of Shishukunj over 

the years. So wherever you are, please take a 

few moments to remember these Shishukunj 

souls with a prayer and a thought. 

We have some news and thoughts to share. 

Hope you all enjoy and become enthused by 

reading about Shishukunj activities and stories 

making a difference around the world in this 

issue of Setu. 

- Setu Team 
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A man for all seasons  
If there is one person who has been synonymous with Shishukunj and its activities for 
the last 50 years, I can say with pride that it is Bharatbhai Dhanani. 

 He started Shishukunj from Town kendra at a very 
early age, and from then on, he has never looked 
back. One of the defining moments for Bharatbhai 
in Kalaniketan Shishukunj was when he was asked 
to move to Sharda kendra by Vallabhbhai. Going 
to a Kendra which he had regarded as a rival of 
Town Kendra forced him to look at things from a 
different perspective. This ability to look at things 
from different perspectives became a defining 
aspect of Bharatbhaiôs personality. His stay in 
Kenya ended when he migrated to the UK for 
higher studies in the late seventies. 

While pursuing his career in accountancy in the 
UK, he became actively involved with London 
Shishukunj and has since remained one of the 
strongest pillars of this wonderful institution. 
Having served London Shishukunj in numerous  

capacities, he has built a vast network of connections, making him truly unique in his 
ability to connect with people. This has been an asset for the institution whenever fund 
raising is required. Bharatbhai is respected for his ability to listen impartially, and has 
helped in mediating many difficult situations. 
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It is always a pleasure to have Bharatbhai around and to feel his warmth, positivity, and 
radiant presence.  

Bharatbhai has a great 
love for the outdoors and 
has taken part in long 
distance cycling, gone on 
many treks including the 
EBC and has recently 
taken up golf. 

Rameshbhai-Laxmiben, Bharatbhai-Suniben & 
Anilbhai-Deenaben at Tajmahal in 1983 

Anilbhai and Rameshbhai, who remain close to 
Bharatbhai to this day, fondly remember a trip 
they undertook together in 1983. The three 
honeymoon couples travelled together in an 
ambassador car from Delhi to Kanyakumari; it 
was a truly memorable experience where they 
experienced the different facets of Bharatbhaiôs 
character. 

Bharatbhai is an astute accountant, extremely 
well versed in his field and runs his own 
practice. A perfectionist both in work and in life, 
he is full of energy, vibrancy, and vigour. He has 
always been at hand to offer advice and 
guidance to one and all, in his professional field. 

A voracious reader, he absorbs wisdom from all kinds of 
writings. What stands out most about this noble soul is 
his ability to accommodate all shades of opinion while 
remaining firm and steadfast in his principles. Always 
smiling and greeting everyone with warmth, it is diffi-
cult to imagine him having an enemy or adversary. He 
cared for his parents devotedly until the very end, with 
the unwavering support of his family, and has always 
been a true family man. 
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Namaste, 

In the rush of everyday life, we donôt really give ourselves the time to pause, reflect, and truly 
introspect - and itôs been really meaningful to do that here today. Over the next few minutes, I'm 
going to share some of my reflections. Iôd invite you to reflect with me 

Earlier, we hear about exclusion on the broadest scale- about a world shaped by division, political 
polarisation and how fractured our shared space can sometimes feel. When I hear or read stories of 
such conflicts, I feel two things at once- a desire to change the world and the realisation that I canôt 
do it alone.  

 

One of those moments that Iôve recently started to learn more about is Partition. Partition is often 
remembered as one of those defining moments in history. A political decision. A mass movement of 
people. A line drawn across a map. It is, in many ways, the very image of exclusion on a grand 
scale ð of borders, identities, and belonging being violently rearranged. But Urvashi Butalia-in a 
book called The Other Side of Silence asks us to zoom in. 

She conducted a set of interviews with those whose stories and life experiences were never written 
into official history- women, lower-caste communities, those who lived not at the centre of power, 
but at the edges. And what is striking is how ordinary they are. They are neighbours, sons, sisters, 
even have the same names as many sitting in this room.  

And yet, what emerges from her interviews is not the religious and national exclusion between 
India and Pakistan, but a story of exclusion within communities and families.  

She tells the story of individuals, who experienced this broad scale mass migration and forced 
displacement but also of women who in the midst of all this mass exclusion were forced into 
marriages and children who were forced into religious conversion.  

Once the violence was over and they had an opportunity to return to their families, their families 
and communities did not take them back, on the grounds that they had were now óimpureô, 
ócontaminatedô and ódishonouredô  

Even when the broader exclusion stopped, when they had a chance to return to their own families 
and communities, they were not accepted 

Women were told that although they had survived, they had lost the right to belong. Children were 
hidden away and rejected by their own communities   

What strikes me most about these stories is that the political upheaval was only the beginning of 
their suffering. The deeper wound often came later- in silence, in being made to feel that survival 
itself was a crime. 

Inclusion 
- Sahilbhai (Shishukunj London) 

That is why gatherings like Shraddhanjali matter so much 
to me. Because when it all gets a bit too overwhelming, I 
return to something human-sized- to community, to sitting 
beside one another, to shared prayer, shared silence, shared 
memory.  

Coming together does not fix everything. But it helps- 
coming together does makes it easier to fix everything, by 
reminding us that people are still willing to show up for 
one another and that there is still good in the world- a fact 
that itôs so easy to forget given how exclusion 
characterises so many massive moments today and going 
back into history.   
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A friend who volunteers at a charity called Solidaritee- which is a charity that helps refugees recent-
ly told me this story: Ahmed was twelve when his family fled Khan Yunis (in gaza), after their street 
was bombed and his school closed for good. In Germany, he learned the language quickly and was 
proud to start school again. But on the playground, Children mocked his accent, pulled at his back-
pack, asked if his father was a terrorist. Teachers told him to ñignore it.ò He stopped raising his 
hand. He ate alone. At home, his parents said Germany was safe ð and it was. But safety does not 
always mean belonging. 

The point of sharing these stories is not to guilt trip, itôs to acknowledge that exclusion can occur on 
a massive scale, between nations or ideologies- but also on the most ordinary of scales. It can, has 
and still does exist quietly, as subtly as teasing on the playground, between people who live side by 
side 

But if there are so many examples and stories of everyday exclusion, there are equally if not more 
examples of everyday, ordinary inclusion. Think about how it feels when someone makes an effort 
to learn your name properly. Not a shortened version. Not the ñeasierò one. But your name. Or when 
someone learns a few words of your language, because they want to understand you better. Inclu-
sion can look as simple as noticing who is sitting alone - and choosing to sit beside them. As small 
as inviting someone into a conversation rather than assuming they wouldnôt be interested.  

When youôre watching the news and it's all getting a bit too overwhelming, Iôd invite you to come 
back to that feeling ï thatôs feeling of being included, and of including others. Itôs not a rare or ab-
stract feeling. Itôs everywhere. It lives in the small choices we make every day 

We may not be able to change the whole world, and we definitely canôt do it alone. But we can 
shape the spaces we use to try to make a difference. Spaces like our family, our classroom, our com-
munity. And each small act of inclusion becomes a quiet refusal of exclusion - a reminder that even 
in difficult times, there is still warmth, still care, still goodness. 

Shradhanjali gives us this rare moment to slow down and look inward. My ask is that you use this 
time to introspect on inclusion and exclusion on a personal level- how are you shaping your space? 
Notice how you speak to others, who you make space for, who you overlook without meaning to.  

And Iôll end, as promised, with the thought that stayed with me most of all as I reflected on this 
theme: 

 Iôd rather be excluded for who I include, than included for who I exclude. 
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One of the images, the word "Nature" brings, is an image of 
vast spaces of uniformity and also smaller dense patches of 
diversity - a little like forests and gardens. In both cases, the 
right environment is needed for plants to grow, for the birds to 
chirp and the bees and butterflies to float around.  

Different plants and trees grow at different paces, in different 
seasons. Some grow together, some branch out differently , 
needing a little more space, needing that different amount of 
sunlight or shade to grow. Some need more frequent watering, 
some need more de-weeding, some need more regular trimming 
and medicines, and some need to sometimes dramatically lose 
their growth before they grow again, stronger.  

Children, and adults, all of us, in today's society are in many 
ways similar to gardens and forests. We too need the right 
environment, the right support, more and more de-weeding 
(detoxification is an apt term too in the current times) - and last 
but certainly not the least, we also need the interconnectedness 
of each other more than ever.  

At school, if we look at nature and natural existence as an 
analogy to working with students, the need to have regular 
resource visits, teacher trainings, meeting with the teachers 
more regularly, using softer language more consistently with 
children as they navigate growing up, working in different ways 
to approach the learning needs, having dedicated support 
teachers for one on one assessments of children, having practice 
classes, deepening the culture of enquiry, spending time in 
nature from bee farms to closer hills and high, far away, snow 
clad mountains, to go on foot on walks to multiple-day rides on 
bicycles , to have reading clubs - these activities act as micro 
fertilisers providing food for thought and nourishment. 
Children, with their ability to absorb, soak things up often like 
adults sometimes struggle to.  

A school in nature allows us to look across the oft forgotten fact 
that we too are nature - depending on so many seasonal, local, 
communal, variables. That sometimes, we need to grow alone, 
but there is also a bush close by, a canopy above us nearby, that 
there are roots which are designed to grow deep, and a lot of 
support from many of the older trees around us.  

Irrespective of our age, in a world getting more divisive, 
growing together into a symbiotic garden, a grove, a forest is of 
essence. This is what we aspire to do when we say  

"Let every bud bloom".  

ñEach Bud Helps In The Making Of A Gardenò  

- Rutvidbhai 



 

Shishukunj Centres around the World 

Limuru: Anilbhai (E: anilshah@acmecontainers.com) /Marthaben Ndanu (E: martha.ndanu1@gmail.com) 

The school is running classes for Beginners, PP1 and PP2 students. The beginners try to get adapted to school 
routine and learn to be able to read and identify sounds ï through English activity and Numbers in Mathematic 
activity. The children of PP1 class have been fully adapted to work and the Teachers are continuing with the 
further curriculum coverage. The children of PP2 class are in the final year of their pre-primary Education and 
teachers prepare them to transit to Grade 1 to comprehensive school come January 2026. Syllabus coverage has 
been almost done and teachers are embarking on intensify preparation for interviews (Grade 1) in October 2025. 
For assessment of children, Formative assessments and summative assessment (mid-term exam) has been done.  
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Dar-es-Salam: Dipenbhai (E: dipentransit@gmail.com)  

Laxmikant Odhavji Visram Shishukunj ï Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, runs under the auspices of Indo Tanzania 
Cultural Centre. The institution is purely based on donation and sponsors. They have two library running one 
for adult and another for children. Over 55 children actively attend the ñKunj every Sunday from 9.00am to 
12:00 pm.  
The different events take place regularly at the center like games, sports, picnic, cultural programs, reading 
sessions and meetings.  

AFRICA 

Children enjoying nutritious meals  

Inclusive education seeks to address the learning needs of all 
children, with a specific focus on those who are vulnerable to 
marginalisation and exclusion. The goal is to promote 

opportunities for all children to participate and be treated 
equally. 

-Andie Fong Toy  



 

Nairobi: (E: kalaniketanshishukunj@gmail.com) 

The five-day Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations at Kalaniketan Shishukunj were conducted successfully with 
active participation from children, parents, and volunteers. The festival was marked by devotion, cultural 
vibrancy, and community unity. There were various cultural programs, fancy dress, Bhajans and daily Aarti. 
The event was open to all.  

During Diwali festivities, senior Karyakars and young Shishukunj children went to Acme Shishukunj Nursery 
school, Limuru to distribute goodie bags containing food items, daily necessities, exercise books, pencils 
along with other items. These were packed by young children during Sunday Kendra. The event began with 
delightful presentations from the nursery students, followed by engaging activities organized by senior 
Karyakars.  

Baaldin was celebrated with all the pomp and glamour of a bollywood party with all dressed up in their 
favourite bollywood characters. A stage programme was also presented by young children. In addition to 
these, they have hobbies sessions once a month and yoga sessions every two weeks. Kendra closed on 30th 
November 2025 and resumed on 4th January 2026. Makar Sankranti was marked with children learning how 
to make kites.  

Kalaniketan Shishukunj, in partnership with Chinmaya Mission Kenya, organised Garba classes for children 
(open to adults as well) every Saturday in August 2025 in preparation for childrenôs Navratri. As it was 
observed during previous celebrations that many young ones do not know how to play garba, Children were 
taught a variety of Garba styles. Childrenôs Navratri Celebration 2025 was held on Saturday, 20th September 
2025.  
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Mombasa: Hinalben Vaja (E: hinalvaja@yahoo.com )  

Over the past six months, Shishukunj Mombasa has actively engaged its sabhyos through a variety of cultural, 
spiritual, educational, and sports-related activities, all aligned with our core objective of nurturing children. 
During the Navratri period, Shishukunj organized focused Sangeet training sessions for interested sabhyos. 
Children received structured guidance in both musical instruments and vocal training, allowing them to develop 
confidence, discipline, and appreciation for our cultural heritage. The sessions were well received and showed 
noticeable improvement in participantsô musical skills. It was a well hosted Navratri by Shishukunj. They were 
also privileged to participate in the Under-18 Childrenôs Hanuman Chalisa Programme held at the Radha 
Krishna Temple. This platform provided Kunj sabhyos with a valuable opportunity to showcase their spiritual 
and artistic talents. The children performed with devotion and confidence, earning appreciation from the wider 
community.  

To celebrate Diwali, an outdoor picnic was organized for sabhyos and children. The event featured various 
funfilled games and interactive activities, encouraging teamwork and joy among participants. As a gesture of 
inclusivity and celebration, hamper gifts were distributed to all sabhyos, making the event memorable and 
strengthening community bonding. They remain committed to their mission of shaping each child into a better 
version of tomorrow. Through continuous engagement, meaningful programs, and community involvement, 
Kunj strives to create a positive and nurturing environment for all its sabhyos.   

 

Sabhyos during Picnic games time             Hanuman Chalisa Program   

mailto:kalaniketanshishukunj@gmail.com
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   Navratri Celebrations                                           Kite Making                                                               Art & Craft 

Seeing something very clearly and 
acting instantly is intelligence. Can we 
have that intelligence among ourselves, 
first, and then convey it to the student? 

Many educators and parents have found 
Krishnamurtiôs insights into the human 
condition and the nature of learning 
specially relevant to education. For 
them and for others who wish to live 
sanely and wisely in a world of growing 
confusion, and who wish their children 
to do the same, this book will be a 
valued addition to his previous works. 

In discussions with teachers at the 
Brockwood Park School, which he 
founded in England in 1969, 
Krishnamurti assumes the role of a 
person coming to teach in such a 
school. Frankly and directly, he 
explores the new teacher's relationship 
with the school, with his colleagues, 
and especially with the students, 
questioning the nature of freedom, the 
source of fear, and the possibility of 
awakening intelligence and sensitivity.  

Above all, Krishnamurti challenges the 
teachersðand the readersðto look at 
the need for a radical psychological 
change in themselves. 

Book Review 
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Bengaluru: Soundarya H (E: soundarya.hanumanthappa@gmail.com) / shishukunjbengaluru@gmail.com) 

Activities at Shishukunj Bengaluru during last six months are as follows:  

Sundays at Shishukunj Bengaluru are vibrant and engaging, filled with activities that promote confidence, creativity, 
and physical well-being. Baalsabhas are conducted regularly, allowing children actively participate and showcase 
their talents. Storytelling sessions captured young imaginations and encouraged attentive listening. A lively Kavayat 
are performed to motivate children towards physical fitness and discipline.  

To sharpen thinking and communication skills, quizzes are organized along with fun-filled Dumb Charades. Riddles 
and Pick and Speak activities further challenge the childrenôs reasoning abilities while helping them express their 
thoughts confidently in front of peers. The sessions are both educational and enjoyable, keeping children actively 
involved throughout. Additionally, art classes are conducted every Saturday enabling children to explore their 
sketching skills.  

Unlike Bengaluru, Shishukunj Mysuru conducts its activities on Saturdays, 
with a strong focus on holistic development and building essential life skills.  

The day begins with prayers and meditation, helping children start with 
calmness and focus. This is followed by Baalsabha, a supportive platform 
that helps children overcome stage fear and encourages creative expression. 
Moral stories narrated by dedicated volunteers inspire positive values and 
thoughtful behaviour. To cultivate reading habits, book summaries are 
shared with children, enabling them to understand key messages and expand 
their imagination.  

Hands-on science experiments are conducted to strengthen conceptual understanding, while Mathemagic sessions 
make mathematical concepts engaging through tips and tricks. Basic literacy and reading skills are developed by 
encouraging children to read storybooks regularly. Shishukunj supports this initiative by lending storybooks every 
week, fostering a consistent reading habit.  

Under Arts, children are encouraged to explore their creativity through children-centric songs, as well as crafts and 
drawing classes. These activities help enhance creativity, fine motor skills, and self-expression, while also nurturing 
an appreciation for art and culture.  

ASIA 

          General Assembly at Bengaluru                                                                        Mysuru children at Trekking 

Shishukunj Mysuru conducts 
its activities on Saturdays, 
with a strong focus on holistic 
development and building 
essential life skills.  

mailto:soundarya.hanumanthappa@gmail.com
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Dhrangadhra: (E: admin@shishukunj.net)  

The school celebrated completion of its 75 years -ñAmrut Mahotsavò - on 11th January, 2026. All the pioneers 
of this foundation were present on the occasion. The Vasant Panchmi is the festival of welcoming Spring. The 
students worshipped Ma Saraswati Devi, who is the Mother of all Vedas.  

5th September is celebrated as the Teacherôs Day on the memory of Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnanôs birthday. 
The students play the roles of teachers and teach their schoolmates for a day. The school expressed their national 
spirit and celebrated Independence Day as well as Republic Day. This year the school initiated distributing 
uniform with school logo to the students. In Art & Craft, children learn making new things out of waste 
materials. The students participated in Khel Mahakumbh and won 37 medals in different games.  

      Celebrating Completion of 75 Years              Celebration of Teacher�¶s Day                                  Independence Day  

Indore: For more details visit www.shishukunj.in  

In August, the vibrant Shishyans of North Campus organised Food Exhibition. 
The theme of the event was  ñNutrition on Every Plateò. On 5th September the 
school celebrated Teacherôs Day, an occasion dedicated to honoring the 
mentors and guides who shape our lives. The event was titled ñA Gala with the 
Gurusò. The highlight of the celebration was an Antakshari, where teachers 
formed teams and participated in four exciting rounds. 

óOur Helpersô was the theme of the fancy dress event that was conducted on 
10th September for the Shishyans of Sr. KG. The little Shishyans dressed as 
doctors, police officers, gardeners, fashion designers, painters, teachers, just to 
name a few. The teachers of the junior wing enacted Ramayana for the 
students of Classes I to V. The play incorporated Lord Ramaôs life right from 
his birth till the time he overcame all the obstacles and became victorious. The 
educators played different roles to bring alive the characters of Ramayana. 

 Embracing the spirit of Navratri, the Shishyans participated enthusiastically in 
garba. They wore vibrant, traditional outfits, adding to the festive atmosphere. 
The School observed the ñJoy of Giving Weekò with great enthusiasm and 
compassion. As part of this initiative, students from Sr. KG to Class V. The 
drive focused on collecting essential school items such as notebooks, pencils, 
erasers, sharpeners, lunch boxes and water bottles. All the collected materials 
were distributed to children in need. 

The  students celebrated the spirit of Diwali with a Diya decoration and lantern
-making activity. Christmas celebration at school was a delightful occasion 
filled with joy and festive spirit. Shishyans sang beautiful Christmas carols. 
The students decorated the Christmas tree with ornaments. 

Celebration of Vasant Panchmi 

Celebration of Independence Day 

The little Shishyans celebrated Basant Panchami, a festival that marks the arrival of spring, with great enthusiasm 
and creativity. The day began with the chanting of the Saraswati mantra and a special vandana. The classroom 
was filled with a kaleidoscope of colours as children crafted roses, lilies, hibiscus, tulips and sunflowers, symbol-
izing the vibrant spirit of spring. The school celebrated the Republic Day with national patriotic spirit and per-
formed different acts on it. 
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