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Dear Bhaio and Baheno (Brothers and Sisters)

Namaste! Welcome to our Shishukunj International Setu. We are
delighted to introduce our August 2022 edition of Shishukunj e
newsletter.

With COVID restrictions now lifted in most parts of the world, al-
most all our Kendras have been back, functioningarson, bring-

ing back events like Shibirs and camping! A lot of activities have
been undertaken at each Kendra under Baal Pravruti, Sewa
Pravruti, Shikshan Pravruti & Paryavaran Pravrulti.

Prayavarn Pravruti has been included as the fourth pravruti of
Shishukunj. Let us all try to incorporate eco conscious activities in
our lives.

We have a few news and thoughts to sfiase hope you all enjoy
and become enthused by reading of Shishukunj activities and sto-

m i nriesimakipo @ gffarence around the world in this issue of Setu.

1 Editorial Page -Setu Team

1 Shishukunj Salutés
Dipakbhai Shah )

g Let6s 5Quit! (pANThe .
cially perhaps at relaxed in

1 Updates from Shishukunj sure activities, and before bed, strike deef
Centres and Affiliated of a chil do&henthetpleis rlchgcone w
Centres(Fr) tent, topics, anecdotes, sharing of opinions and ex-
¢ Articles from Old SETU periences. When it is spoken_in a varigety_ of tones and
is verbally colorful and inventive, a child is being pre-
1 Where Next? (R21) pared for the possibilities of language whereas when

the talk is limited, anemic verbally and tonally nar-
ﬂ row, just the opposite in true; a deprivation occurs that
;_‘“ / will later show itself in difficulties in learning to read,
in writing, in coping with social situations Wheré:
speech is cardinal .o

A real effort to ponder on the above extract will make us realize
the tremendous responsibility that we have towards children.

www.shishukunj.net
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Shishukunj Salutes Dipakbhai Shah

Dipakbhai, affectionately known as Babubhai by his family members,
Shishukunjkaryakarsand his friends, was born in Kenya orf"IMo-
vember 1949. He i®ne of the earliest members of Kala Nik
Shishukunj (Nairobi, Kenya) since its inception. From a very youn
of 6 years, he used to regularly accompany his older siblings to @
tural get together to learning music, singing and drama.

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

From a very young age Dipakbhai was independent, curious and
tremely adventurous. ¢4had passion for travelling, exploring, hitcl
hiking and has probably travelled to most corners, game parks, f
of East Africa. After having completed his O levels in Technical |
School, he decided to go on a hitchhiking trip of East Africa wit :
two friends; one of them was Late Shree Dineshbhai Dave wh e — Vallabhbhat n 1980 at the Surat Disrc
also a member of Kala Niketan. They travelled often sleeping roug
taking support of some charitable organizations, Gurudwaras, temﬂl’é@kbha' and his friends with Vallabhbhai
and generous people providing them with food and shelter on the way-

From a young age Dipakbhai was very interested in photography. At
the age of about 18 years, he owned an enlarger, a very expensive pho-
tographic instrument. He had turned one of his small stores into a dark-
room where he taught his friends how to enlarge, develop, fix and print
black and white photographs. This shows how innovative he was at that
young age.

Throughout his life in Kenya, Dipakbhai remained an active memb
Kalaniketan Shishukunj. He participated actively in various Shishu
activities like shibirs, picnics, adventure trips, Baal Kala Darshan

came from Shishukunjkaryakars like Vallabhbhai Patel
Devchandbhai Shah.

quired the premises and started his own photographic business called
Kenton Photographic Ltd. in North West London. This was a bold
move but he thought about providing the best for his fainifyeeta
bhabhi (Married in 1973), Prinaben (Born 1976) and Rajabhai (Born Dipakbhai at the age of 16

1980). The business started doing well and Dipakbhai straight away thought about his brothers and involvec
in the successful business which is still running today.

www.shishukunj.net
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In 1976/77, Shishukunj London was truly established and in 1978, the first Baal Kala Darshan was staget
pakbhai played an integral part of taking the responsibility of photography. Since then Dipakbhai has bee
trusted with audio/videography and photography of all the Baal Kala Darshan programs and major Shish
events. He has a library full of photographs and videos which he often digs into when photos are needed f
plays at various functions.

In 2002/3 Dipakbhai travelled to Bengaluru with Geetabhabhi who
is a devout Satya Sai believer. They purchased a flat in Ben
and Dipakbhai was very much interested in doing charity wor
especially helping poor, deprived and orphaned children. H
ited many local places that would be of interest and even
landed on the BGMS (Bharitya Grameen Mabhila Sangh) ca
He immediately connected with Shree Annantu Krishna, the
who was looking after the ashram for most of his life. His firs
tion was to clean up the ashram grounds which inspired child
participate with him in caring for their environment. Dipak
worked very hard and with the support of welshers, started re
furbishing the ashram dormitories and facilities. He also init
the after school classes at the ashram teaching children mus
ganized games, tuition, setting up of a library and improving t8&Y of the founder members of Shishukunj Internationa
development overall. He noticed that in spite of putting so much

effort the childrenb6s academic progress was very
decided that the best way forward was to start the school within the ashram premises as an English m
school, which was complete in 2009. Today Shishukunj Vidyalaya excels and lots of children continue with
ther studies and have graduated in the field of their interest.

Interim Administrative Council of S’hishulami
International.

One of the graduates of Shishukunj Vidyalay@oundarya ben expresses her brief thoughts.

Soundaryaben is now an actikaryakarof Shishukunj supporting hands on with her fellkavyakarsin making
a difference to the next upcoming generation in Bengaluru.

www.shishukunj.net
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Di pakbhai is a O0MAN- & @dRt &
amongst men both in stature and qualities. Apart from§
ing an excellent photographer, he is a talented Iands
artist who is always willing to learn abstract art, draw p
traits and try new mediums to paint with. He has a g &
love for music and especially Indian or instrumental sSo&
ing music. Every night, he would fall asleep listening
soothing music. He can play harmonica, harmonium anzs§
some extent sitar and accordion.

Dipakbhai is quite energetic and walks at least 10 to 127"
minimum per day and that is usually speed walking. =&
pakbhai also loves sports. He plays a good game of 5
and recently he has starting playing lawn bowls. One of his paintings

He is by nature a practical, a silent worker and a genuin Gl -
true 6Karma Yogi 6. He put Sa-
he is working on and always produces amazing results. [
pakbhai is a very methodical person whose actions spg
louder than words.

Above all Dipakbhai has a heart of gold. He is a selflet
worker who motivates, inspires and encourages young &
old alike. His love of children and their progress in studi
Is second to none.

Teaching Dumbbells to baalako at Shishukunj Bangalore

Dipakbhai,

We salute you for your selfless and dedicated efforts to keep the spirit of Shishukunj at the foremost. You a
speak from your heart and you stand by your high standards and principles. We thank you from the bottom
hearts and wish you a healthy life.

Namaste Dipakbhai!

www.shishukunj.net
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Let's Quit!
- Rutvidbhai Dholakiya

Contrasts almost always put things into perspective.

From seeing crystal clear, pristine lakes in Germany to frothing, foam filled pol-
luted "lakes" in Bangalore; from the tak#ar-granted, indifference of receiving
regular rainfall to the anticipation and joy of seeing "new waterd\a neet) fill-

ing up a dry lakebed in Kutch, seeing the natural world around is a surefire call tc
action to anyone who pausasough.

Oris it?

Recycling, as a solution to end the problem of human waste, is a proven myth now; green washing is the gr
pandemic spreading through the sticky web of capitalism, and economical factors continue to take priority
ecological factors.

We don't seem to be learning till we are in a crisis, and to make it worryingly worse, we don't seem to lea
we are affected in a crisis personally. "A million deaths is a statistic, but the death of a personal one is a tra
- as the quote goes. Can we really continue with this mindset?

There is a growing silver lining, though. All

is not lost, yet. Rutvidbhai is a waste fellowyho is ashamed at

Environmental awareness and restorat how much waste he has produced over his life

actions are at peak levels and rising. Peo,
are getting tired of their own inaction, anr
beginning to take smaller individual steps.

The Power of numbers is being realisec

the result of many people doing many, tin
things is significant and as our tiny efforts
add up, as these efforts multiply, we (will)

and has been quitting environmentally un-
friendly habits since 2013(and there's still more
stuff and habits to quit). He has been collecting
and weighing his waste since January 2022 and
while decreasing, still stands at about 30 packets in
7 months. The target is to go zero waste within a

year. He has been very fortunate to be encouragec
(and also pushed and dragged) by his better hal
who reminds him regularly of his role of working
with children and being grounded in nature. The
lock down years proved how little we needed to
remain well fed and refreshed.

begin to see a change, which will add to tt
numbers and strengthen the cycle.

For us, working with children was the impe-
tus needed to begin the process of change au
a personal level. Reducing consumption of
everything noressential and non environ-
mentfriendly had to start with us, at home.

Starting with packaged food, a simplifica-

tion of lifestyle was needed. Biscuits, chips, chocolates, juices and beverages, ice creams, bread, sweets,
mous Guijarati farsaan, pickles, milk, dairy products...and it goeswearything had to be reduced from regular
consumption to almost never now. Do you see how much plastic we're consuming via not only our food pa
ing but also through our food? We are literally consuming plasésearch has found micro plastic in our blood
and lungs, and unless this tide stops, it's looking grim.

www.shishukunj.net
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Then comes consumption of other material, including our means of transport and travel. Let's consider rec
new purchases everywhere possibigsit second hand bookstores, repair stuff rather than disposeatcie
existing material to create something new, make do without a product till it's possible and so on...

Solution oriented entrepreneurs are helping us in our jouraagfrigerator made of mud keeps our food cooler
than the room and produces no fumes. Composting at home is incredibly simple. A short bicycle com+iute «
km to finish off errands saves 1 kg of CO2 emissions compared to a car (not to mention reduced noise poll
reduced congestion and a better state of mind post the errand!)

At school and around us, children come up with e e . .
ceptional ideas (as only they can) and it is time R
work and learn with them, help retain and enhe A iﬁe
their sensitivity, empathy and humility. Nature off

us everything we need to learn and simplicity
compassion are going to be the backbone of a su
able future. What if we could marry the traditio
simplicity with which we lived to modern technolo
and build a better world?

As everyone in Shishukunj is directly or indireg
working with children, the Paryavaran Pravrutti ig
extremely welcome addition, and which will u
and ignite us to do something just because it's a &
way of living. It will bring about an integrity in us, as

- h . Rutvidbhai with Children of Eco buddy Summer Cam
adults shaping the world we leave behind for our kin. Y P
In the next couple of years, we wish to add environmental education to our curriculum even more deeply.

P. S. For anyone interested in learning about the Sustainable Goals and the Decade of Ecosystem Restora
get in touch atutvid.dholakia@sisbhuj.org
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Shishukunj Centres around the WorIdJ

AFRICA

Dar-esSalam:Dipenbhai(E: dipentransit@gmail.cojn

Regular activities are being carried out in Shishukunj&s=Balam. All thebaalakoandkaryakarsgot together
to celebrate 67th Foundation Day of Shishukunj DSM. Children made greeting cards for the occasion
played games. They also conducted a badminton tournaimedtmelaand picnic fotbaalako

Foundation Day Celebration Badminton Tournament Food mela

Limuru: Anilbhai (E: anilshah@acmecontainers.cpfiarthaben Ndan(E: martha.ndanul@gmail.com

The school reopened off 3anuary 2022 for the®erm of academic year 2022. The children had gone on &
two-week Christmas holiday whereby the birth of Jesus Christ was celebrated. The learners were very eag
come back as the team was preparing P.P.2 (6 years age) to join Grade 1,"témel 2622

The term was very busy and learners were happy to be transiting to primary level in different schools within
school locality. They sat for their entrance exams in those primary schools and all children got admissior
Grade 1 due to good performance. The school cloself btadch 2022.

Last year in November 2021, Shishukunj Limuru received a donation of a 40ft container of books donated f
Shishukunj London. The books were sorted in the month of March 2022.

Term 1 of the new academic calendar year 2022 started"bA@8 2022. The school reopened with 85 new
learners of ages between 3 to 4 years. The children took some time to adapt to school life since they were
to being attached to their parents; but within no time, all children were trained on how to feed themselves
taking care of their personal items.

bbb 2

Children receiving storybooks and trophies School representatives sorting books Children receiving shack in class

www.shishukunj.net
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MombasaKarsanbhai VelaniE: karsanvelani@yahoo.com

Shishukunj Mombasa has been running its activities with more enthusiasm and more vigor making it enjoy
for all. On 27th February, they had organized a sports dagatanyoswith their parents where various races
were organized for children as well as parents. Three age groups were made, of which children competed
dividual races amongst themselv&sryakarshad also organized Jamanon 27th March with a totally new
different theme and learning experience. The aim was to teach and empower upcoming children to be indey
ent in all fields including cooking. All children really enjoyed the cooking & preparing session as all were i
volved in one or another way i.e. peeling potatoes, makinig etc.

ltds never fun without a beach side picnic at M
children, which had group games, sand castles, puzdassabhaand much more. On 19th June, Shishukunj
team took part in the International Day of Yoga 2022 organized annually by the Assistant Indian High Comn
sion where children learnt and practiced various yoga posasasd$.

Sports Day Group photo Yoga Day celebration

Nairobi: (E: kalaniketanshishukunj@gmail.cdm

Shishukunj Nairobi Foundation Day was celebrated in February, where fun games and a magic show wer
ganized for children. Jeevan Ghadtar Shilwinaracter moulding camp, was organized for children aged 9 year
and above at Tumaini High School in Limuru. Children had lots of fun. There were a total of 82 participa
who attended the camp. Jeevan Gooch Shibir was organized for children-2ge&i®, at Oshwal Academy
Nursery. A total of 40 children attended the camp and it was a memorable experience for thieanydkee's

had put in lots of effort to organize the camps and make them a great success.

Kalaniketan Shishukunj Nairobi organized 108 Hanuman Chalisa recital for 12 hours on 19th June 202
Shree Ram Mandir. It was amazing to see children as young as 6 years leading the crowd to recite Han
Chalisa. Various singers and musicians from all over Nairobi also joined to recite Hanuman Chalisa provic
melodious rendering for slots of one hour each. Both young and old, and the public at large graced this
organized unique event by Kalaniketan Shishukunj. Sunday Kendra has been running as well, with variou:
tivities that make it interesting for children.

Jeevan Ghadtar Shibir Jeevan Gooch Shibir Fun time with activity

www.shishukunj.net
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ASIA

BengaluruSoundarya HE: soundarya.hanumanthappa@gmail.péshishukunjbengaluru@gmail.com)

Shishukunj Bengaluru has been conducting virtbel sabhawith Vidyaranya through out pandemic. Vid-
yaranya is a noprofit organization with a mission to provide children with holistic engagement and empow
ment programs to enable equitable growth in the society and ensure dignified as well as healthier lives for
Vidyaranyaods primary focus is on educating as we
and young girls and securing overall wiedling of the elderly. It has also been moving towards executing mult
ple development programs and initiatives to spread awareness on education, health, environment,
economics, ecology and culture emphasizing on the betterment of humanity for the future.

Thekaryakarsdecided to pay a visit with the children and had p
to conductbaal sabha games, bring awareness on early marri

zation, and some of the major donors & spongoased the even,
There were festivities aroundsongs, dances and social awarelf

tive and general knowledge skills.

Soundaryaben and Kavyaben addressed a very sensitive and S22
tant topic of the early marriage of Shishukunj girl students. =
had many examples where the girl student goes back fromehe
hostel after writing 10th standard exam and finds that the pe
have already fixed her marriage agaihst wish. Shishukunj tries Vidyaranya Visit

to help all the way to rescube child. Recently, there was a case

where Soundaryaben and Kavyaben had to work hard to rescue one of ShisHakilyj'snembers. It only
works out when the child proactivelyforms and approaches Shishukunj. The important message was conve
that child has to come forward and seek help if she is getting into a forceful marriage.

Wonderful Namma Shishukunj meet on Sunday, 26 June 2022 af
yaranya! Having met all tharyakarsfter a long period of time, along G
with cultural events and games, the objective was to understand what

Namma Shishukunj is and where it is now, where we want head. With COVID having
loomed for the past 1 year, Namma Shishukunj has done food kit distribution, Scholar-
ship programme for higher educatiofevawork in villagesreative awareness on
cleanliness and health, painting faded government school.

To mention a few, with many challenges in hand, conduBtag sabhasn online

mode, carrying all other Shishukunj voluntary works. Understanding and emphasizing
the need for greater participation, maayyakarsvere asked what Shishukunj means to
them, with varied answers like, education support structure, friends, charity etc. We havi
taken up turning each and evénryakamto a leader, doing small actsseialike col-

lecting and distributing school text books, collecting old newspapers, helping street an
mals etc, carrying the messag6/VAin day to day life. Also there are efforts made on
making presence on social media for reaching larger society and cauging

-Chidanand Bhai

www.shishukunj.net
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Chidanandabhai spoke about Shishukseyawork. Every child looks at Shishukunj differently. He demon-
stratedthat by asking questions to maKgryakarsthat what is Shishukunj for them. The answers were varie
like studies, sponsorship, support structure, friends, charity work, etc. Chidanandbhai then emphasized that
one is a leader of Shishukunj and need not be dependent on atoypbae anyevent for charity work. Each and
every one of us can make a huge difference in our localitgphigg smallinitiative. Some of the examples were
shared by him like collecting/donating old newspapers, helping street animals, helping old age people with
needs, plantations, taking care of street plants etc. Family members, friends and neighbours can also be in
to make difference. Shishukunj will extend all support required.

The idea is to mentor and groom the children as a young leaders; develop and practice the quality of a |
Splitting them into smaller groups helps focus and giving individual atteri€iaryakarsalso try to help guide
them navigate their educational journey and further finding a job.

Karunashraya is a project of Indian Cancer Society and Rotary Club Bangalore for providing free palliative
to advanced stage cancer patients who are beyond cure. Palliative care is an approach for improving the qu
life of patients with life threatening diseases. It addresses pain and other problems of the patient and provic
lief from the sufferingThere were lot of volunteering activities like housekeeping, Solar panel Cleaning, Kitch
support, Cotton ball making, medical kit making etc. Shishukunj volunteers were given the task of making c
balls and kitchen support. The cotton balls are used to apply on the wounds and clean it up. Another set of S
kunj group were involved in cutting vegetables for the lunch. They finished the work efficiently. They also joil
in making cotton balls once kitchen support was completed.

"0There are many among us

take thimgs for granted,

Dhrangadhra(E: admin@shishukunj.net

Children are enjoying activities and events organized by Shishukunj School, Dhrangadhra. In previous mc
students and teachers actively participated in cleaning drive in and around the school. They organized a rall
awareness banner of slogans on importance of cleanliness.

School organized a painting competition on the theme of Cleanliness, so that children can learn the importa
hygiene and cleanliness, with fun of painting. Also, school organized an essay competition for elder student:
topic of an essay was O6Save the Girl Chil dé. S
thoughts on the topic with much maturity and understanding.

72" Foundation Day and Annual Day of the school was celebrated with cultural programme presented b
students.

Dra\-/ving‘ Competition

Cleanliness awareness

www.shishukunj.net
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Indore:For more details visivww.shishukunj.in

Yi Indore Chapter conducted an interactive session on Climate Change and Sustainable Living for the stude
Classes VI VIII. Ms. Aditi Jhawer, Ms. Asha Mucchal and Ms. Anupriya Surekha spoke at length about clim;
change and the threat it poses to mankind.

The I nteract Club is the school 6s community ser
power of service above self. It aims to introduce them to the joy of giving, sharing and caring, to sensitize the
the people and environment around them. As a part of the Speaker Session of the Interact Club, Col. Su
Phal swal and Col . Kulin were invited to throw |

The Shishukunj International School hosted the thirteenth Graduation Ceremony for the Class2#f i2021 in
-person ceremony at its Jhalaria campus, on April 02, 2022. The ceremony featured addresses from Mana
and Student leadership, parent representatives, Special Guest, and the Commencement Speech by th
Guest.For more updates about school activities, pleésk here

Yi session Speaker sessionrhe Interact Club Thirteenth graduation ceremony

Mankuva:Bhartiben(E: shishukunjgujarat@gmail.com

After one and half year long break, Mankuva Shishukunj Aanganwadi started its classes physically again in
ruary. During the pandemic, teachers found different ways to stay connected with children through home
sheets and activities at home. School was streamlined for one and half month and then summer break start
fore summer break, all teachers planned farewell event for the senior class. Students were dressed up and
their feet on Bum Bum Bole song.

After summer break, school started froff 2une 2022. The team had to struggle to stop the admissions as
capacity was for 80 students and the school ended up having 100 students. New academic year started witl
energy as students were tired of being home all the time. The children also celebrated Yoga day and rainy d

Farewell Day of senior class Rainy day activity of drawing on floor

www.shishukunj.net
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